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Making the Right Choice…

We, as photographers take many pictures over the years. When it comes to 
choosing an image to elevate into a higher level of quality we often get 

stuck and wind up either postponing it or choose not to show anything at all. It’s 
especially true when we see the excellent work of others and often wrongly con-
clude our images don’t measure up.

As a mentor and trained artist/designer, it always surprises me how difficult it is 
for people to select an image to work on for competition, showing it for an exhi-
bition or sharing it on a website or with other members.

I therefore, have devised a formula to improve our images to a higher level that 
seems to work and would like to share it with you. Let’s begin.

First, you have to start taking photos, period. Our club field trips are a wonder-
ful way to start. Also, seeing the before and after photos of club presentations we 
begin to understand the tools we need to use for our photos to bring them to a 
higher level.

Second, looking at our chosen image we must ask ourselves the following: Does 
it have a primary element? Is it too light or too dark? Is it out of focus? Does it 
have an interesting perspective? Any leading lines and composition? 

Third, we will then need to use a good post-processing program that can do the 
basic enhancements for competition, exhibition or other presentations. We then 
need to review our finished image as a judge would. When most of your ques-
tions have yes answers, you are now ready to show it. 

But wait, there is another level of recognition we must address. What happens if 
we fail and the picture gets a low competition score, is panned by our peers, or 
just doesn’t present well. Are we willing to accept criticism that makes sense? 

Now comes the final answer. If you really love your pictures, who cares what 
others think? You will always have made the right choice…for yourself!

 

—Arnold Breisblatt

Copyright Notice 

Unless specifically noted herein, all images and 
articles are copyrighted by their respective authors. 
Clip-art is used under license from Microsoft 
Corporation and other sources. This publication is 
copyrighted property of the Westchester 
Photographic Society (WPS) and may not be reprint-
ed in whole or in part without its expressed written 
permission, with the usual exceptions for fair use as 
defined by §107 of the U.S. Copyright code.

Contact Information

Your comments and suggestions are always 
welcome and should be addressed as follows: If 
concerning the WPS Newsletter, In Focus, 
address comments to the editor at infocus@
wpsphoto.org. If concerning our website, 
address comments to our webmaster, Dick 
Budnik, at webmaster@wpsphoto.org. All other 
comments should be addressed to our 
President.

April
2 No Meeting: Easter Weekend

9 Competition 5B & Theme, “There’s No   

 Place Like Home”

16 Lisa Langell, “Photographing Hi Key”

23 Competition 6A

30 Annual Members Meeting

May
7 Jerry Hoffman, “My 

 Favorites,” Mentoring Session

14 Members’ Open Critique (3-5 images),  

 Mentoring Session

21 Competition 6B & Theme, “Pes, Pedes,   

 Bottarum”

28 No Meeting: Memorial Day Weekend

June
4 Cameron Darnell, “Creativity in Lighting  

 for Bird Photography”

11 End of Year Competition

18 Members 5/20 minute Presentations

25 Al Sarnotsky, “Impressions of Iceland and 

 Greenland”

July
2 No Meeting: July 4th Weekend

9 Inside Speaker

16 Post Process the same image in 

 color and B&W

23 Members’ Open Critique (3-5 images)

30 Outside Speaker

August
6 Members Process a Stock Photo

13 Members 5/20 minute Presentations

20 Post Process the same image in 

 color and B&W

27 TBD

Pleaste note:

Check the WPS website (wpsphoto.org) for 
recent changes.

FRIDAY EVENING PROGRAMS

Ron Carran, Editor
Dick Budnik, Web edition

WPS Board of Directors
Dick Budnik, Chairman of the Board,WebMaster

TBE, President, Field Trip Chair, 
Publicity Chair, Hospitality Chair

TBA, Corporate Secretary, Executive VP
Jim Dwyer, Recoding Secretary, 

Special Projects, NECCC Liason, Publicity
Serge Migdal, Programs

Arnold Breisblatt, Exhibits
Ron Carran, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor

Walter Kimmel,  TBA
Joe Pollock, College Shooting Program, 

WCC Liason, Annual Dinner, Mentor Program
Julie Van Benthuysen, Community Outreach

Dennis Thornton, Competition Chair
Fuat Baram, Social Media

Volunteers
Acting Treasurer

Al Sarnotshy
Competitions

Rose Ann Kimmel
Competition Catalog

Jim Christensen
WPS Official Photographers 

(“Sharpshooters”)
Arnold Breisblatt, Julie Benthuysen, 

Melanie Rush
Guests Greeter

Sylvie Epperly
Judge Coordinators

Dennis Thornton 
Hospitality
Silvie Epperly

Jane Gordon, Julie Van Benthuysen
Equipment

Tom Streppone, Joe Ferriera, 
Fuat Baran, Gregory White 

Competition Scores Reporting
Mark Friedman, Ken Salstrom
Equipment, Projectionist

Jonathan Kaplan
Award Certificates

Ron Carran

Committees
Publicity

Jim Dwyer , Deborah Cohen
Social Media

Fuat Baran, Kenny Salstrom
Hospitality Coordinators

Silvie Epperly
Competition Evaluation Committee

Dick Budnik, Lois Barker, 
Harvey Augenbraun

newsletter: infocus@wpsphoto.org
www.wpsphoto.org

Westchester Photographic Society

meets 10 months a year, on Friday evenings at 8:00 pm 
(excepting school holidays) in the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Northern Westchester, at 236 S Bedford Rd, 
Mt Kisco, NY. Guests are welcome. Meetings are virtual 

now until further notice. Start time is 7:30 pm.

WPS

inFocus

Bulletin BoardGuest Message

SPRING ABLAZE

By Julie Van Benthuysen
These red hot mamas have burst through snow and frozen earth to 
welcome in the season. Their crimson petals and candle flame cen-
ters warm our hearts and lift our spirits.  Spring has sprung!!

COVER PHOTO

MARKETPLACE
FOR SALE

Olympus OM-D 10 Mk iii w/ 14-42mm lens 
condition: exellent +

$325.00
panasonic FZ1000ii 
condition: exellent 

$425.00
Contact Richard Micklish at 

rich3638@optonline.net

How to Photograph Nature in High Key Style

Lisa Langell is a full-time, award-winning photographer 
whose work has appeared in numerous prestigious pub-
lications including the cover of Outdoor Photographer 
magazine, plus numerous images in Arizona Highways, 
Ranger Rick, art galleries and more. She currently sits on 

the Board of Directors for the North American Nature Photography Associ-
ation. She is also a proud ambassador for Tamron, FotoPro, and H&Yfilters. 
You may read more about her or see her work at http://www.langellphotogra-
phy.com and on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/langellphotography.

High key photography is a powerful, evocative and often ethereal type of 
photography. It involves creating images where there is a dominance of white 
or bright tones. For nature photography, it is a type of photography that goes 
against most “traditional” styles and “rules” of nature photography. It re-
quires the right circumstances–the right light, subject, and setting—in or-
der for the magic of High Key photography to work. When it all comes to-
gether, the results can be spectacular! This class will introduce participants 
to the genre of High Key photography, which can be one of the most artis-
tic forms of nature photography that can be done in-camera and/or a com-
bination of in-camera and post-processing. This video class will help you put 
it all together and begin photographing in high-key style! You may even find 
a treasure trove of images in your archives that could work perfectly for this 
approach! 

You will learn: 

• What lighting conditions are best (and worst) for high-key photography
• The settings that are generally recommended for creating high-key work
• What foregrounds and backgrounds work best for high key photography 
• Composition tips for this style of photography Post-processing tips to 

create the final look

You MUST register for this program at
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UymglTakQuOA3ns5qQtKgA

Lisa Langell on April 16

COMING UP

http://www.langellphotography.com
http://www.langellphotography.com
https://www.youtube.com/langellphotography
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UymglTakQuOA3ns5qQtKgA
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Bulletin Board Competition 4B (Judge: Art Vaughan)

Northern Westchester Hospital/
Chappaqua Crossing

“Sports/Action or Movement”
Exhibit: Nov 4 - ongoing

Cancer Treatment and 
Wellness Center

Northern Westchester Hospital
“Our World of Water”

Exhibit: Jan 13 - ongoing

Please log on to websites to 
see the entire schedules. 

Many events are available online.

B&H Photo
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/

EventSpace.jsp
check online

Adorama
http://www.adorama.com/alc/events

check online

https://www.wpsphoto.org/members-field-trips

More Photo Opportunities in the Field Trip area.

NOTE: 
Some of these museums are tempo-

rarily closed because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Please check their websites 

for more information.

Metropolitan Museum
(www.metmuseum.org)

Pictures, Revisited
Through May 9

Museum of Modern Art
(www.moma.org)

 Check website

International Center for Photography
(www.icp.org)

 But Still, It Turns
Through May 9

Fotografiska
(www.fotografiska.com/museums/)

Many Exhibits
Check website

New-York Historical Society
(www.nyhistory.org)
Photography Archives

See online exhibits

WPS FIELD TRIPS

AREA MUSEUMS/GALLERIES SEMINARS/WORKSHOPSWPS GROUP EXHIBITS

B&W DIGITAL

Barbara Kapetanakes, First
All Happy Families Are Alike

Dennis Thornton, Second
Chair in the Room

Carlotta Grenier, Second
Everyday Poetry

Jackie Ross, Third
Fishing in Florida

NOTICE
Annual Membership Meeting: 

Vote for Board Members
April 30, 2021

The annual membership meeting of WPS will be held on April 30, 2021, at 7:30 pm. We will be 
voting for the WPS Board of Directors. Only members as of the record date of February 1, 2021 
are entitled to vote. You must be present to vote. At the Annual Meeting members may vote for 
other matters that are brought before them. If you wish to submit an item for action at the Annu-
al Meeting, you must do so—in writing to the Board—before April 17, 2021 so it can be placed 
on the agenda. No topics will be accepted from the floor at the Annual Meeting. An agenda for 
the Annual Meeting and brief biographies of the candidates will be published in the April issue 
of inFOCUS.Nominations for the board must be sent to dickbudnik@verizon.net by April 10, 2021.

https://www.wpsphoto.org/members-field-trips
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Competition 4B (Judge: Art Vaughan) Competition 4B (Judge: Art Vaughan

B&W DIGITAL B&W DIGITAL

Betty Leung, HM
Chinstrap Penguin in Antartica

Carlotta Grenier, HM
Lambert

Voyin Hrnjak, HM
Running on Time

Arnold Breisblatt, Third
Out of a Mountain of Despair

Arnold Breisblatt, Third
Portrait of a Black Woman

Anastasia Tompkins, HM
The Worminator

Jun Shihoten, HM
Baby

Carl Zucker, HM
Bridge To...
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Competition 4B (Judge: Art Vaughan) Competition 4B (Judge: Art Vaughan

THEME: WHAT’S YOUR TITLE? THEME: WHAT’S YOUR TITLE?

Voyin Hrnjak, Third
Fun, Fun, Fun

Lois Barker, HM
Come Sit a While

Paula Pillone, First
Needling the Worm

Linda Austrian, Second
Everyone Needs a Shoulder to Lean On

Voyin Hrnjak, Second
Three Worlds and Beyond

Dennis Thornton, HM
The Eternal Kiss
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Competition 5A (Judge: Phil Echo) Competition 5A (Judge: Phil Echo)

COLOR B COLOR B

Melany Rush, Third
Car Show Reflections

Kenneth Salstrom, HM
Maine Boats

Jim Dwyer, First
Death Becomes Us

Barbara Pollack, Second
Anne’s Pink Camellia

Serge Migdal, Second
Modern Art
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Competition 5A (Judge: Phil Echo) Competition 5A (Judge: Phil Echo)

COLOR A COLOR A

Paula Pillone, Second
To the End

Carolyn Colella
Sundial

Annette Collazo-Comito, First
NYC From the Pier

Barbara Kapetanakes, First
On the Hook

Annette Collazo-Comito, Second
Ocean Fog

Jackie Ross, HM
Building a Nest
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Competition 5A (Judge: Phil Echo) Competition 5A (Judge: Phil Echo)

COLOR SALON COLOR SALON

Anastasia Tompkins, Second
The Kill, Tanzania

Richard Micklish, Third
Wall Art

Dennis Thornton, First
Pupa in Rain

Harvey Augenbraun, First
Tulip #1

Dennis Thornton, Second
Stream with Tendrils

Chris Moore, HM
It’s Grate
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Competition 5A (Judge: Phil Echo) Competition 5A (Judge: Phil Echo)

OPEN MIND OPEN MIND

Annette Collazo-Comito, Third
Dining a la NYC

Paula Pillone, Third
Psychedelic Wind

Anastasia Tompkins, First
Peek a Boo

Voyin Hrnjak, Second
Architect’s Fear

Carolyn Colella, Second
Winter Scene

Chris Moore, Third
See the Light



18 inFocus April 2021 April 2021 inFocus 19

Members’ PicturesCompetition 5A (Judge: Phil Echo)

OPEN MIND

Anastasia Tompkins, Third
Wedding Dance Croatia

Carolyn Colella, HM
Feathers Alive

Jim Dwyer, HM
Jagged Edges

Jackie Ross

In Memoriam: Bonnie Katz
Attending a WPS field trip with Frank Smith
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Members’ PicturesMembers’ Pictures

Dennis Thornton

Magenta Lady Slipper

White Yellow Orchid

Magenta Orchids

Orange Spotted Lady

Arnold Breisblatt

Snowman Out The Window

Remembering Bonnie Katz RIP

Snowstorm Outside Snowstorm in the Parkiing Lot



Arnold Breisblatt

Richard Budnik

Ron Carran

Jim Dwyer

Nature photographer, Digital Photography Instructor at 
Greenburgh Seniors Center, photography/Photoshop/
Lightroom tutor, digital imaging services, computer con-
sultant, retired chemist, WPS member since 1983, Board 
Member, 1990-98, 2000-2020; Competition Scorekeeper, 
1990-2010; Created WPS and Color Camera web sites; 

Webmaster, 2000-2020; Online Newsletter Editor, 2000-20; Chairman of the 
Board, 2006-2020; President, 2006-10; Executive VP, 2003-06; Asst. Treasurer, 
2000-04; WPS Lecturer, 1986-2020; Corporate Secretary, 1993-98; VP for Commu-
nication Coordination, 1990-98; Recording Secretary, 1992-98; High School Com-
petition Judge; Newsletter Committee, 1990-98; Exhibits Chairman,1990-91; Ex-
hibits Committee,1987-2002; Photoday Lecturer; Mini-Photoday Lecturer; 
Photoday Committees; WCC Exhibit Committees; competition judge, field trip 
leader, critique panelist; question and answer panelist, mini-Photoshop instruc-
tor, showcase presenter, digital imaging lecturer, Olympus M43 Expert/Fanboy 
(and the only one to have actually read the manuals).

From the fall of 2011, I have been a proud member of the 
WPS and have served on the Board of Directors for the last 
four years.  My primary responsibilities include handling 
the member group exhibitions and sharpshooting at the 
meetings, events and parties. 
       In addition, I volunteer as a mentor to new members 

teaching point and shoot camera basics and Photoshop Elements post processing.
 As a graduate of Pratt Institute, I have worked mainly in marketing commu-
nications during my professional career. In addition, I love to participate in the 
club’s very important and delicious eating activities!

I’ve been a member of WPS since 2004, after rekindling a 
love of photography that had been dormant since I was 
young. In between, I pursued a career in music, first teaching 
in public schools, then owning a recording studio for many 
years. My interests then turned to computers, where I have 
been a software developer and graphic designer for over 30 

years. In the last 25+ years, with the growing popularity of digital, I became totally 
immersed in photography again. I love shooting landscapes and am particularly at-
tracted to the shapes and textures I find as I travel in the western US. I designed WPS’s 
new brochure, logo and new web site, have been the InFocus newsletter editor for 
the last 13 years, and would love to serve for another term on the WPS board.

My interest in photography started when I accompanied 
my wife to a class, moving to “M” on your digital camera. I 
don’t have a preference of photographic genres just the 
desire to improve my technique. I heard about the club 
from a neighbor and have been a member since 2015. I 

joined the board in late 2016 as the recording secretary, special projects & NECCC 
registrations. 

Walter Kimmel

My wife Rose Ann and I joined WPS in 2004, and were Com-
petition Co-Chairs from 2005 through 2007, when I was 
elected to the Board and became Competition Director. I 
persuaded the Board to use the PhotoContestPro software, 
increasing the ease of scoring and record keeping. I also in-

stituted membership discussions about competition issues, both current and pro-
posed. I have also introduced several non-competition oportunities for showing and 
viewing members’ photographical work such as “Show Us What You’ve Got,” and 
“Show Us How You Did That.,” and have held “Member’s Critiques,” in which 2 critics 
discussed the submitted images’ strengths and areas that could be improved. The 
creativity, energy and giving nature of the club revitalized Rose Ann and me. I would 
be honored to continue as a Board Member to help maintain the values of this won-
derful organization: the fun of competition, high level of photography of members, 
and sharing of knowledge. Most of all I would help perpetuate the warmth and 
congeniality that place WPS at the pinnacle. Oh, yeah—I promise to further our 
gourmet proclivities whenever and however possible.

WPS Annual Membership Meeting
Vote for Board Members
April 30, 2021 l 7:30 PM

 Brief biographies of the candidates for the Board of Directors are following 

(in alphebetical order)

Serge Migdal

Joseph Pollock

Julie Van BenthuysenI am a 20+ year member of the Westchester Photographic 
Society and a board member for the past 14 years. My re-
sponsibilities include:
1. Club representative and good will ambassador to 
the College. I assure that our club abides by the SUNY and WCC 
rules and regulations. I request and procure school locations 

for summer and winter parties, workshops and other events. I was also part of 
the board who gained the 501C3 status making the club a tax free entity.

2. Responsible for getting a restaurant for our Annual Awards Dinner held in ear-
ly November and choosing a menu to meet all club members needs.

3. Mentoring Manager. I help members to learn several subjects pertaining to 
photography and post processing. We do this by using a one on one teaching 
method where we pair the newcomer with knowledgeable members at no 
cost to members in good standing.

4. Lastly, I am responsible for the WCC Shooting Program. We supply a photogra-
pher to various school functions and our photos are used by the school for 
several projects on campus. I've held this position for 15 years and have built 
up a very friendly relationship with the school. Our seasoned shooters repre-
sent our club and have always performed professionally at over 600 events 
over this time period.

in the relatively short time that I have been with the WPS, 
the work of fellow members has never ceased to amaze 
and inspire me. I am a member of the board, working for 
the outreach and community contact area. Since at the 
age of eight, my dad gave me a brownie box camera, I 
have never looked back. My photography has been ongo-

ing. The main areas of interest are nature, especially flowers and grab shots of 
anything that catches my eye. That being said, there is always a real camera with 
me. I delight in showing my work because there is such beauty in all the earth for 
us to marvel at and enjoy.

I have been a member of WPS for approximately 10 years. 
My photography had an inauspicious start with a Kodak 
Instamatic. Though still inauspicious, WPS has helped me 
to improve my Photography dramatically. I most enjoy 
landscapes, animals and sports most. I enjoy my trips out 
west with visits to Utah, New Mexico, Montana and a 

three month stint working at Yellowstone (highly recommended). You will find 
me around the club helping Arnold set up and hanging exhibits. I manage the 
Sports exhibit at Northern Westchester Hospital Chappaqua Crossing Facility. I am 
currently the program director for the club. I would like to continue to build on our 
success in obtaining outstanding speakers and help WPS grow and prosper.

Dennis Thornton

I have been a member of WPS for a score of years. During 
that time I have enjoyed to company of good friends and 
accomplished fellow photographers. Participating in the 
various activities that have been organized by the club has 
helped me grow as a photographer and enjoy the interact-
ing with others who share a passion for photography. 

During this tenure, I have found that competing in competitions has been most in-
strumental in helping me to learn technical photographic techniques and to culture 
a more insightful and mature aesthetic eye. Because I have found this particular club 
activity so strongly contributing to my development I have been motivated to as-
sume the role of competition chair. My intent is to strive to make competitions fun, 
interesting and engaging. Hopefully, by stimulating interest in this endeavor will 
encourage fellow members to participate and benefit from constructive assessment 
and suggestions.

I have been a member of WPS since 2014.  I have a gen-
eralist interest in photography and dabble in many areas 
from nature to macro photography, digital and film, and 
have several long term “projects” such as my “One Photo 
a Day” project.  At WPS I have volunteered in the past as 
sharpshooter, I help out with the projection equipment and 

have maintained the WPS’s Facebook page for several years.  I joined the board in 
2021 and have expanded my social outreach efforts by creating an instagram pres-
ence for WPS and I am trying to write more regularly for our newsletter, InFocus.

Fuat Baran



Sponsors of the Westchester Photographic Society
*Ask for your discount from sponsors marked with asterisks

** Discounts with WPS identification
Color Group 769-8484*

168 Saw Mill Rd. Hawthorne, NY 10532-1505
http://colorgroup.com

Hunt’s Camera 1-800-924-8682
100 Main St., Melrose, MA 02176-6104

www.huntsphotoandvideo.com

Thompson’s Art Supply*
184 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 10601

inFocus
The Newsletter of the 
Westchester Photographic Society
Ron Carran, editor
P.O. Box 14, Brewster, NY 10509

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES

Free Online Photography Courses

1. Basics of Photography
2. Introduction to Photography and Related Media
3. Your Road to Better Photography

1. Getting Started with Your Sony Camera
2. Follow Your Passion - Opportunities Abound
3. The Fine Art of Travel Photography

1. Online: Image Review/Critique- Landscapes
2. Online: Adobe Lightroom Classic- File Management in Lightroom
3. Online: Multi-Session Series- Mastering Manual Mode

Photo Education

Event Space

http://www.huntsphotoandvideo.com
https://www.adorama.com/alc/events/
https://lifehacker.com/basics-of-photography-the-complete-guide-5815742
https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/architecture/4-341-introduction-to-photography-and-related-media-fall-2007/
https://www.udemy.com/course/your-road-to-better-photography/
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eventDetails.jsp/id/3763
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eventDetails.jsp/id/3760
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eventDetails.jsp/id/3756
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eventDetails.jsp/id/3776
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eventDetails.jsp/id/3791
https://edu.huntsphoto.com/online-image-review-critique-landscapes/
https://edu.huntsphoto.com/online-file-management-in-lightroom/
https://edu.huntsphoto.com/online-multi-session-series-mastering-manual-mode/
https://edu.huntsphoto.com
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/EventSpace.jsp

