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Photography—
The Ultimate Problem Solver

        ast week in Dick’s photo class where we often watch, then deeply analyze, YouTube 
videos, we watched Joe Edelman who is both knowledgeable and enjoyable. At one point 
he said something that struck me: “All great photography is an act of problem solving.” 

It got me thinking of how that is true. There are two main kinds of problems: those 
defined and those undefined. In other words, a problem, when clearly defined a 
problem has specific goals making it easier to systematically find solutions. On the 
other hand, an undefined problem is like walking in a fog. You know you want to get 
somewhere, but the way is barred by a curtain...until, as you flail around looking for 
the path, the road, anything to ground you, a light appears in the distance. Aha, you 
have a point of reference, a focal point!

Now, back to photography as the problem solver. When Elinor and Walter were critiqu-
ing our photos on Friday, we lost count of how many times they asked what was the 
subject, the purpose, of the photo. This is the first problem photographers need to 
solve—what are we taking the photo of? Then comes: why are we taking it? Followed by: 
how can we lead the viewer to understand what to focus on when viewing our photo?  

Your first problem solving tools are you and your camera. Through the camera you 
choose the placement, size, angle, the appropriate settings, etc for the subject. Through 
the camera you see whether the light not only enhances the subject but if it also reflects 
the desired mood. Once you feel the best representation of what you want has been 
achieved in the camera, you go to the second level problem solving tools, if necessary. 
These are the commercial processing programs to be used to further enhance, not to 
create, our vision. 

So, when you are in photographer’s paradise—great things to shoot, good lighting, look 
through the lens before shooting, is it really the image you envisioned? If not, reposition 
yourself, your camera, your lens, etc. until the solution is found so you can click with delight. 

Take your time, don’t flail around in the proverbial fog. You can’t rush finding great 
photographic solutions.

Happy problem solving!
Warmly,

Deborah Lea Cohen, President
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President’s Message

MMMM & MMMM GOOD 
By Chris Moore
This photograph of the M&Ms was created in the studio with a 
single large bank light (softbox) suspended overhead. I used a 
large aperture to maximize the optical performance of the lens. 
(most lenses are at their optical best two stops down from wide 
open).  Several “slices” were taken by focusing at different 
distances from front to back in the scene and then the individual 
photo “slices” were assembled using Helicon Focus software.  
(Photoshop can also be used for this assembly process).  Focus 
stacking can be used for macro, close-up, mid-range and landscape photography.

COVER PHOTO
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Copyright Notice 

Unless specifically noted herein, all images and 
articles are copyrighted by their respective authors. 
Clip-art is used under license from Microsoft 
Corporation and other sources. This publication is 
copyrighted property of the Westchester 
Photographic Society (WPS) and may not be 
reprinted in whole or in part without its expressed 
written permission, with the usual exceptions for fair 
use as defined by §107 of the U.S. Copyright code.

Contact Information

Your comments and suggestions are always 
welcome and should be addressed as follows: 
If concerning the WPS Newsletter, In Focus, 
address comments to the editor at infocus@
wpsphoto.org. If concerning our website, 
address comments to our webmaster, Dick 
Budnik, at webmaster@wpsphoto.org. All 
other comments should be addressed to our 
President, Deborah Cohen.

Weather Notice

If driving conditions are hazardous, meetings 
will be cancelled. Look for announcements of 
Westchester Community College (WCC) 
closings on the following media outlets:

WFAS 103.9 FM /1230 AM, WHUD 100.7 FM
WCBS 880 AM, TV News 12, 
www.wfasfm.com

Members are advised to check their email for 
emergency weather notices from WPS.

October
6 Show Us How You Did It

13 Competition 1B

20 Showcases, Birthday, Mentoring

27 Mark Maio, “Photograph Life’s Lessons” 

November
3 Competition 2A

5 Sunday—Annual WPS Awards Dinner

10 Alfred Fayemi, “Beyond Black and White: 
 Alfa Prints and Mixed Media 
 Photography”

17 Competition 2B

24 No Meeting: Thanksgiving

December
1 Show Us What You’ve Got

8 Competition 3A

15 Holiday Party (at 7PM)

22 No Meeting: Christmas

29 No Meeting: New Years

January
51 Competition 3B

12 Larry Cohen/Olga Torres, “Underwater 
 Photography;” 7:15 WPS Conversations

19 Elinor Stecker-Orel, “New Trends in 
 Photography,” Birthday, Mentoring

26 Competition 4A

February
2 Out of the Box

9 Theme Competition 1

16 Joe LeFevre; 7:15 WPS Conversations

23 Competition 4B

March
2 Show Us How You Did It, 
 Brthday, Mentoring

9 Ron Wyatt, “On Tour with the 
 Moscow Ballet”

16 Competition 5A

23 Showcases; 7:15 WPS Conversations

30 No Meting: Easter

Pleaste note:

Check the WPS website (wpsphoto.org) for 
recent changes.

FRIDAY EVENING PROGRAMS

Bulletin Board

MARKETPLACE
Tamron 90mm 2.8 AF Macro made in 

Japan. 
Very good condition.

Nikon 18-200 DX Zoom with AF-S with 
VR. Nikkor label. 3.5-5.6. 

Very good condition.
RobertBlumenthal@msn.com

Mark Maio is the KEH Camera Corporate Ambassador. He 
divides his time between personal fine art documentary 
photography and imaging in the field of ophthalmology.
 In 2006 he was selected by Adobe as one of twelve individu-
als to form their Biomedical Imaging Advisory Group. This 
group has worked with Adobe in their development of Photo-

shop Extended, the first version of the software program to contain medical, technical and 
scientific digital imaging tools.
 His fine art photography has been exhibited in museums and galleries across the country 
in addition to being included in public and private collections. In 2007 a (12) print portfolio 
of his “Against the Grain” work was purchased by the George Eastman House International 
Museum of Photography and Film for their permanent collection. He is represented by 
Lumiere Gallery in Atlanta. Mark has a second hone on the Isle of Skye, Scotland and teaches 
workshops there and at Silo City in Buffalo, NY. Information on these and other workshops 
can be found at his website: www.markmaio.com

Mark Maio on October 27

SELLING CANON 5D III,  
FISH TO 500mm, 1.4x & 2x

Flash, Ring Flash, GITZO Tripod,
& Much More!  Contact me:

 Walter.sk@verizon.net

Beyond Black and White
Alfa Prints and Mixed Meda Photography

Alfred Fayemi
November 10, 2017 8PM
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Bulletin Board

NWH Chappaqua Crossing
“Sports Photography”

Exhibit: Mar 15 - Sept 15, 2017

Krasdale Foods 
National Headquarters Exhibition

“Food”
65 West Red Oak Lane, White Plains

Reception: Oct 4, 6-8PM

Cancer Treatment and 
Wellness Center

Northern Westchester Hospital
“Interior Spaces”

Exhibit: Jun 5-Jan 2018

Greenburgh Public Library
“Autumn Beauty”

Exhibit: Oct 16-Nov 30
Set-up: Oct 16 at 10AM

Reception: Nov 18, from 2-4PM

Cancer Treatment and 
Wellness Center

Northern Westchester Hospital
“Feathers, Wings and 
Four-Footed Friends”

Exhibit: Jan. 8-Jun 11, 2018
Drop Off: Mon, Jan. 8 from 9:30-10 am

Reception: Sun, Jan. 21 from 2-4 pm

Metropolitan Museum
(www.metmuseum.org)

Talking Pictures: Camera-Phone 
Conversations Between Artists

Exhibit: Through Dec 17
Asian Art at 100: A History in Photographs

Exhibit: Sept 5 - Oct 11

Museum of Modern Art
(www.moma.org)

Archives

International Center for Photography
(www.icp.org)

Red Spotted Purple: 
Roman Vishniac’s Science Work

Exhibit: Through Oct 27
Designing the Future: Student Exhibition

Exhibit: Through Dec 1

Museum of the City of New York
(www.mcny.org)
Activist New York
Exhibit: Ongoing

Rubin Museum
(www.rubinmuseum.org)

India in Full Frame:
 Cartier-Bresson’s 1947 

Exhibit: Through Jan, 2018

New York Historical Society
(www.nyhistory.org)

The Duchess of Carnegie Hall: 
Photographs by Editta Sherman

Exhibit: Through Oct 15

(Samplings only. Please log on to 
websites to see the entire schedules)

B&H Photo
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/

EventSpace.jsp

Sep 6 Mastering One Light
 with Chris Knight
Sep 11 50 Years as a Photographer 
 and What I Learned 
 with Bob Strauss
Sep 12 Agreeable Strangers: 
 Approaching and Photographing 
 People on the Street
 with Shannon Benson
Sep 13 Scanning Photos With
 Your Camera
 with Peter Krogh
... more online

Adorama
http://www.adorama.com/alc/events

Sep 5 Because You Asked...for It
 (Q&A Live Shoot)
 with Seth Miranda
Sep 7 Training For an Ironman with
 the Canon C200 
 with Casey Stein
Sep 17 Technically Creative 
 Wildlife Photography
 with Gerry van der Wak=lt
Sep 27 Landscape/Seascape/Scenic 
 Photography Seminar
 with Rick Sammon
... more online

AREA MUSEUMS

WPS FIELD TRIPS

SEMINARS/WORKSHOPSWPS GROUP EXHIBITS

Field Trip details: 
http://www.wpsphoto.org/#!members-

field-trips/iubyr

MEMBER EXHIBITS +

Daniel Oppenheim: Where Words End...
Ossining Public Library Gallery, October 1-30, 2017

Opening reception: Saturday, October 7, 2:00-4:00 pm
Gallery talk with the Artist: Sunday, October 15, at 2:00 pm
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Competition 1A: (Judge: Andrew Darlow)

COLOR B

Betty Leung, First
Sunset on Miyajima Island

Alberto Fernandez, Second
Crown of Caesar

Alberto Fernandez, Third
Orange Rose

Voyin Hrnjak, Third
Hidden-Beauty 2

Barbara Kapetanakes, Third
Little Bird

Carol Austin, HM
Fallen Red Leaf

Melanie Rush, HM
Geometric Shadow Play
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Competition 1A: (Judge: Andrew Darlow)

COLOR A

Roger Chenault, First
AT6 Aerobatics

Zane Kuo, Second
Cow and Calf

Zane Kuo, Second
Pink Water Lilly

Jackie Ross, Third
Me First

Adelaide Boemio, HM
Whales
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Competition 1A: (Judge: Andrew Darlow)

COLOR SALON

Anastasia Tompkins, First
Whale Watch Canada

Linda Austrian, Second
Kaboom

Linda Austrian, Third
Like Father, Like Son

Liza Margulies, Third
Flight School

Dennis Thornton, Third
Arched Window

Anastasia Tompkins, Third
Poppy Love

Joyce Blumenthal, HM
Sunflower

Harvey Augenbraun, HM
Red and Yellow Tulip #2

Bob Piro, HM
Sad Susie
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Competition 1A: (Judge: Andrew Darlow)

Joyce Blumenthal, First
Bronx Bird

Carolyn Colella, First
Starburst

Arnold Breisblatt, Second
Fallen Angel

Voyin Hrnjak, Second
Magical Evening

Julie Van Benthuysen, Second
All Day Sucker

Lois Barker, Third
Birch and Tulip

Liza Margulies, Third
Her Sister’s Keeper

Adelaide Boemio, Third
Two Bikes

Elinor Stecker-Orel, Third
Skyward

COLOR OPEN MIND
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Competition 1A: (Judge: Andrew Darlow)

Anastasia Tompkins, Third
Chicago Waterfront

Julie Van Benthuysen, Third
Alien

Betty Leung, HM
Sunset at Botswana

Tom O’Connell, HM
Central Park Puddle

Jackie Ross, HM
Divine Light

Dennis Thornton, HM
Moth On Butterfly Bush

Anastasia Tompkins, HM
Dinner By the Sea

Dennis Thornton, HM
Pink Flower with Water Beads

COLOR OPEN MIND
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Fundamentally, focus stacking is the process of extending the 
range of sharpness (focus) within a photographed scene or 
subject (like a flower, landscape or an insect)

Probably the most common method of extending the range of 
focus within a scene or subject is to stop the lens down and use a 
smaller aperture (lens opening).

Doing this will increase the depth of field and bring more into 
focus as you get closer to and farther from the lens.  

There is a tradeoff however as you stop the lens way down.  Due 
to the laws of physics and optics diffraction will creep in and 
degrade the image overall.

A generally accepted fact is that most lenses perform best when 
they are set two stops smaller than their maximum (largest 
opening) aperture.

So, if there was a way (there is) that you could extend the range 
of focus/sharpness and maximize the optical performance of 
your lens(es), then you could achieve superior focus/sharpness 
over an extended range throughout your subject/scene.

That is exactly what focus stacking allows you to accomplish.  It 
is possible to create extreme depth of field images at large 
apertures.

There are a variety of methods, techniques and software 
solutions that make focus stacking possible and even some of the 
newer cameras can be configured to automatically create the 
focus “slices” that can later be assembled in software.

Many of those who have heard of focus stacking think it is used 
primarily for close-up, extreme close-up and macro photogra-
phy.  This is not true.  

Focus stacking, while it can very elegantly create stunning 
images of close-up and/or macro subjects (like flowers and 

What Is 
Focus 

Stacking 
and When, 

Where 
and Why 

Might You 
Use It?

By Chris Moore
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insects), can also be used in landscape and foreground/back-
ground compositions.

One consideration that should be factored into creating focus 
stacked images is that the subject/scene should be static.

Focus stacking software has a very difficult time aligning focused 
slices where the subject/scene has moved during the slicing process.

Therefore, if you wish to focus stack moving subjects you must 
somehow immobilize them for the duration of the focus 
stacking shooting period.

Insects are sometimes frozen or subjected to carbon dioxide 
gas-which can temporarily suspend animation.  Wind blockers, 
alligator clips, clothes pins, A-clamps and other restraining 
devices can be helpful with other types of subjects like flowers.  

It should go without saying that the camera should be on a sturdy 
tripod and anything you can do to minimize vibration should be 

done (like locking the mirror up and/or using a cable release)

Stacked images can be processed in/through LightRoom, 
PhotoShop, Zerene Stacker and Helicon Focus/Remote.   There 
may be other software solutions for this but, at this time, I’m not 
aware of them.

There are plenty of online training programs on how to use the 
software mentioned above to create focus stacked images.  Some 
software does a better job than others but that can vary depend-
ing on a variety of factors.  A certain amount of experimentation 
and exploration of different processing options would be a good 
idea.

I’ve included some examples of focus stacking that I’ve created 
that, perhaps, will inspire you to give this technique a try.

I’ll be available for any questions you may have at most WPS 
meetings.
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W hile we worried about what 
damage hurricanes Harvey, Irma 
and Maria were doing to our 

neighbors in the Caribbean, Puerto Rico, 
Cuba and Florida, we also had to keep tabs 
on the storm warnings in MA. It wasn’t until 
the day before the trip that we decided it 
was safe to go. Then, we were extraordinarily 
lucky. Our weather was perfect to thorough-
ly enjoy Sturbridge Village on Saturday, 
Rapscallion Brewery on Sunday, and those of 
who were fortunate to stay till Monday, to 
also be delighted by Shaker Village. Since 
only five of us were able to be at Shaker 
Village, a trip to the Berkshires is being 
contemplated for the future.

Not only were the photographic opportuni-
ties vast and varied, we totally enjoyed each 
other’s company   sharing sites we didn’t 
want each other to miss, sharing camera 
settings, lens use and angles to shoot from. 
And we laughed a lot! Of course, we also 
ate our way across MA.

These brief comments by some of us will 
make the trip come alive as will the 
photographs by Barbara, Chris, Clark, 
Deborah, Ivana, Jennifer, Joe F, Julie, Roger, 
Tom and Voyin.

Clark: I had a great time at Old Sturbridge 
Village. I especially love talking to the 
guides who were very knowledgeable and 
informative.

Barbara: I joined the group on Monday at 
the Shaker Village. We arrived at ten o’clock, 
and then we scattered to take pictures of 
whatever caught our eye. It was a pleasure 
to see that the leaves had turned. There were 
lots of things to take pictures of. At 12:30 
p.m., we meet again for lunch at the cafe.

Trifecta Was Won 
on Our Weekend in 
Massachusettses!
By Deborah Lea Cohen

Chris: A stimulating outing well worth the 
effort. Old Sturbridge Village and the Hancock 
Shaker Village both offered a wonderful array 
of photographically fascinating opportunities. 
It would be easy to spend weeks or even 
months at either location and still come away 
feeling you had only captured a small part of 
what has been laid out before you. Textures, 
costumes, animals, old and new tools, flowers, 
vegetables, apples lying on the ground at 
your feet... all in all a virtual photographer’s 
paradise. Deborah does a tremendous job of 
picking, organizing and managing many diversi-
fied venues and you should do whatever you 
can to attend the next WPS field trip.

Julie: The background information of each 
photo makes them come alive for me.The 
farmer was wearing the latest style in the 
hat made by his wife...one of her jobs. The 
stagecoach horses were both males, very 
calm. The female horses are usually used in 
the team but this time the they were in the 
nursery taking care of their babies.

Tom: I had an absolutely wonderful time. 
We had a wonderful time eating at great 
restaurants. It was wonderful not only to 
share photographic time with the group on 
the trip, but to get to know some members 
of the group better. I was able to use the 
burst mode to capture action using 
aperture priority. I was able to take some of 
the traditional images of facial patterns in 
wood grain. I love the old and worn when 
taking photographs. The two images I am 
submitting are from using burst shooting 
which is something new for me and a 
pattern shot. Shaker Village is a place where 
you can shoot simple things. Sturbridge 
Village is a great place to walk through. 

Roger: Enjoyed our WPS trip to Sturbridge 
Village. The village today is beautiful and 
peaceful but when your really think about 
it, in the 1800s, there was so much more 
effort to just staying fed, clothed and warm. 
I found the blacksmith and the sawmill to 
be especially interesting. Would like to go 
back sometime to see if I can get some 
better images. Did anyone ever find out 
what the purple apples are? Thanks for a 
great weekend.

Voyin and Ivana: Old Sturbridge Village is a 
living museum that recreates life in rural 
New England from 1790’s to the 1830’s. If 
anyone would like to go back into the histo-
ry where the present meets the past, where 
the spirit still lives on as if it was then, then 
Sturbridge is the right place to go.

Jennifer: Great time as usual. We had all 
three venues practically to ourselves which 
was a photographer’s delight. There were 
many demonstrations to practice grabbing 
the action at the villages, informative 
discussions with the village employees as 
well as beautiful landscapes. Food was 
wonderful! The pretzel at the brewery was 
the best I’ve had in my lifetime! The aroma 
of apples was delightful in the orchard. 
Can’t wait for our next outing.

All members are welcome on October 22, 
2017 when we go to Orzech Farm and the 
Roxbury, CT area for a very full day through 
sunset. Just let Deborah know you’re 
interested. http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/
a1e134_beebf3aefe854561a997b-
8f1a3d2a43f.pdf
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Sturbridge
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Programs

DANIEL NORTON: SEPTEMBER 8

COMPETITION 1A: SEPTEMBER 15

photos by  Fuat Baran, Arnold Breisblatt  & Dick Budnik
photos by Fuat Baran, Arnold Breisblatt, & M

elanie Rush 
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Programs

MEMBER PHOTO CRITIQUE: SEPTEMBER 22
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Sponsors of the Westchester Photographic Society
*Ask for your discount from sponsors marked with asterisks

** Discounts with WPS identification

A.I. Friedman 937-7351**
431 Boston Post Road, Port Chester, NY 10573

www.myphotocenter.com

Color Group 769-8484*
168 Saw Mill Rd. Hawthorne, NY 10532-1505

http://colorgroup.com

Hunt’s Camera 1-800-924-8682
100 Main St., Melrose, MA 02176-6104

www.huntsphotoandvideo.com

Thompson’s Art Supply*
184 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 10601

Photoworks 769-6425
465 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville, NY 10570

*(restrictions apply)

Mano Orel (members only)
Printing, Matting and Framing

Alan Samiljan, 100 Main St.Melrose, MA 02176 (781) 662-8822 alansamhunts@gmail.com 
Follow me on Twitter for the latest deals on used equipment! @AlanAtHunts

inFocus
The Newsletter of the 
Westchester Photographic Society
Ron Carran, editor
P.O. Box 14, Brewster, NY 10509

Following are our October specials.
These specials will be offered through October 
31, 2017 unless otherwise stated. Please note 
that several are based on limited quantities 
and I cannot issue rain checks. As always, UPS 
Ground shipping is FREE in the Lower 48 and 
there is no sales tax except for orders shipped 
to MA, RI or ME. In order to receive correct 
club and workshop special pricing, please call 
me, Alan Samiljan, at (781) 462-2383 or send 
an email including your name and phone 
number to asamiljan@huntsphoto.com and I›ll 
call you. Please note my hours, 8:30-5:00pm, 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday. 

The new Nikon D850 has been delivered 
and our customers who have received them 
are giving us rave reviews! The D850 is 
available to order. The price is $3299.95 and 
by all accounts the camera is a monster! 
Click here for specs and features and call me 
at 781-462-2383 to discuss and place your 
order!

Sigma 150-600mm f/5-6.3 DG OS HSM 
Contemporary Lens AND TC-1401 1.4x 
Teleconverter Kit. Regular price $1,289, 
October special $1,189! 

Upgrade your cable release! Hunt’s is proud 
to be one of the select dealers for the MIOPS 
Smart Kit, “The World’s Most Versatile Smart 
Camera Remote”! 

●	 Trigger Camera and/or Flash
●	 Lightning, Laser, & Sound Trigger Modes

●	 Smartphone App / Bluetooth Compatible
●	 Time Lapse Function
●	 HDR Function
●	 External Port
●	 Adjustable Sensitivity
●	 Color LCD Screen
●	 Rechargeable Li-Ion Battery

Click HERE to see a video of what this remote 
can do. $219.00!

Fuji has just announced their long awaited XF 
80mm f/2.8 R LM OIS WR Macro lens. It’s 
the equivalent of 120mm f/2.8 telephoto and 
macro! Price is $1,199.95. Pre-order yours 
now!

Sirui A-1005 Tripod w/Y-10 Ball Head, $99.99, 
reg. $139.99. Similar to MeFoto! Supply limited.

Lensbaby Velvet lenses 15% off! Click here for 
a review of the Velvet 85 f/1.8.

All Mindshift Backpacks 20% off! 

Canon has continued their printer rebate 
program. Now through September 30, 2017 
or until supplies run out, we are offering 
the Canon Pixma PRO 10 printer at $379.99 
before rebate (Canon sells it on their website 
for $699.99). If you purchase the printer plus 
a package of 13x19x50 sheets of Canon Semi-
Gloss or Luster paper, $50, Canon will send 
you a $250 mail in rebate! This is a pigment 
based printer and is always reviewed very well. 
Your final cost is $129.99 plus the $50 paper 

package after mail in rebate! 
Hunt’s and Canon are also offering an 
incredible special on the Canon Image 
PROGRAF Pro-1000 17” Printer. Purchase 
the printer for $1,299.99, and receive 10 
packs of Canon Pro Premium Matte 17x22” 
paper FREE, a $1,000 value! You can then 
send in your $300 mail-in rebate. Your final 
cost is $999.99 for the printer after mail in 
rebate, and $1,000 worth of paper. Supplies 
definitely limited on this one. Call me now to 
reserve yours! Here is a link to a video by our 
friend John Gregor of ColdSnap Photography 
discussing the PROGRAF Pro-1000.

If you are not buying your Epson and Canon ink 
from Hunt’s, why aren’t you? Call me for a quote!

Rumor has it that Nikon is working on a 
mirrorless camera system and it might be 
full frame! If you’d like to be on my list to 
be notified if this should ever be officially 
announced, send me your phone number and 
email address.

Used Gear, subject to prior sale:
Canon 70-200mm f/2.8L USM $999
Canon 70-20mm f/4L IS $799-$899
Canon 28-300mm f/3.5-5.6L IS $1,599
Canon 5D MK II body w/BG-E6 Grip $850
Canon 430EX Speedlite $99
Canon 430EX II Speedlite $129
Nikon D800 body <1,000 clicks $1,299
Nikon D800 body <114,000 clicks $799
Nikon 17-35mm f/2.8D ED $1,099
Nikon 17-55mm f/2.8G IF ED DX $799


